[Characteristics of the state the population's immunity in the influenza epidemic of 1977-1978].
During the influenza epidemic of 1977--1978, as well as during the epidemics of 1968 and 1972, the levels of population immunity proved to be a factor which led to the disappearance of the old antigenic variants of group A influenza virus from circulation. At the same time this factor had no influence on the regulating action affecting the selection of new strains. The appearance of the new antigenic variants of group A influenza virus in circulation seemed to depend mainly on the biological properties of the infective agent. The analysis of morbidity among different age groups suggests that immunity against influenza virus A (H1N1), which developed among the population in 1949--1956, determined to a certain extent, resistance to infection during the epidemic of 1977--1978.